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THE PHASE OF MATTER
The general definition of matter is anything that has mass and occupies space,
consists not only of things that we can see and touch, but also such things as air,
which we cannot see (1). Matter can exist in three phases, namely solid, liquid, and
gas, but several kinds of matter can exist in all three phases, even simultaneously
under special conditions (2). A solid consists of particles arranged into a definite and
rigid shape that does not change much with temperature (3). A liquid also has a
definite volume, but unlike a solid, a liquid does not have a shape of its own (4). The
particles making up a liquid may flow to assume the shape of the container (5). A
liquid changes volume only to a small extent, although often to a greater extent than
a solid (6). In contrast with a solid or liquid, the particles of a gas completely fill any
container (7). If the container is not rigid, changes in temperature can lead to large
changes in the volume of a gas (8). Another important difference is that gases can be
expanded and compressed over enormous ranges of volume (9). This property
suggests that the particles of a gas are much more widely separated from one
another than the particles of a liquid or solid (10).



Exercise

1. Write the basic properties of solid mentioned in the text.
2. What is special conditions in sentence 3 refer to?.
3.What is the similarity of solid and liquid mentioned in the

text?.
4. What is the meaning of compressed mentioned in sentence

10?.
5.What are the differences between gas and solid and liquid

mentioned in the text?.
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