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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to this presentation on open government. Today, we will explore
the concept of open government and its importance in today's society.
Specifically, we will focus on chapters 1 and 2 of Mila Gasco's work, which
provide a comprehensive overview of the topic.

Open government is a fundamental principle that promotes transparency,
accountability, and public participation. By opening up government
processes and datag, citizens can hold their elected officials accountable
and participate in decision-making. In this presentation, we will explore
the benefits of open government and the challenges of implementing it.
So, let's dive in!




what Is Open Government

Open government is a concept that emphasizes transparency,
accountability, and citizen participation in government processes. At its core,
open government is about making sure that citizens have access to the
information they need to hold their elected officials accountable and
“participate in decision-making processes.

The key principles of open government include transparency, participation,
/ collaboration, and accountability. Transparency means that government

| activities and decisions are open to public scrutiny. Participation means that
citizens have the opportunity to engage with government processes and
provide input. Collaboration means that government works with citizens and
other stakeholders to solve problems. Accountability means that government
officials are responsible for their actions and can be held to account by




[-Government Practices in South American Countries:

Colombia Policy : In this case, two main stages can be identified
In implementing e-government policy. In the first stage, initial
> W8 actions included the publication of two laws and two policy
. Smdocuments in the early 2000s. One such policy document,
N\ CONPES 3072/2000, set the foundations of the "Connectivity
7" Agenda’”, in which the government embarked on a path to
expand the use of ICT in government procedures. Then, ds Prieto
et al. (2012) shows, the government issued Presidential
Instruction no. 02, which laid the foundation for subsequent
waves of action that have set out more concrete strategies ove
the past few years.
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Brazil Policy : The whole process started in the 2000s with the creation of
the so-called Inter-Ministerial Working Group whose aim was to study and
propose policies, and guidelines to enable new forms of electronic
Interaction with citizens.

Brazil's e-government structure has an executive committee, which is a
“technical committee tasked with running and controlling open-

» government projects, together with the Secretariat of Logistics and
Information Technology.

Chili Policy : hile is a highly centralized country. This trait can also be found
In the way the e-government agenda in general has proceeded. Starting
iIn 2008, the Chilean government enacted Law 20.285, and since then it has
enacted a group of regulations to enforce citizens’ ability to access public
[nformation
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Chapter 1: The Evolution of Open Government

Chapter 1 of Mila Gasco's work explores the evolution of open
government, tracing its roots from ancient Greece to modern times.
The chapter discusses the different forms of government and how
they have evolved over time, highlighting the role of technology in
shaping open government.

Gasco argues that open government is not a new concept, but rather
one that has been evolving for centuries. She emphasizes the
Importance of understanding the historical context of open
government in order to fully appreciate its significance today.
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Chapter 2: Open Government and Transparency
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Chapter 2 of Mila Gasco's work delves into the crucial role of transparency 33:
- . IRy
INn open government. Gasco argues that transparency is not only a key gﬁaﬁf
principle of open government, but also a means to achieve other goals k4 Ny
n such as accountability and participation. She provides examples of how {&*2?}
Jll transparency can improve public trust in government institutions and Q,
=== Increase citizen engagement in decision-making processes. '} ‘f‘;im,
T N S
Il Gasco also acknowledges the challenges of implementing transparency it ¢ G @
===l policies, such as the need for reliable data and the risk of information ?‘ ;‘

Il overload. However, she emphasizes that these challenges should not

====discouroge governments from pursuing transparency initiatives, as the

====benefits outweigh the costs. Overall, Gasco's chapter highlights the
Bl importance of transparency in promoting good governance and

===' democratic values.
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The Renefits of Open Government

Open government promotes transparency, accountability, and
public trust. It allows citizens to access information about
government activities, making it easier for them to hold officials
accountable. This can lead to better decision-making and more
effective policies.

Businesses also benefit from open government, as it creates a
level playing field for competition and reduces corruption. In
ddition, open data initiatives can spur innovation and
economic growth by providing entrepreneurs with valuable
information that they can use to develop new products and

services.
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Challenges and Qportunitis

Challenges and Opportunities

One of the biggest challenges of implementing open government policies is
ensuring that government agencies and officials are willing to share information
and work collaboratively with citizens and civil society organizations. This
requires a significant shift in mindset, as many bureaucrats are used to working
In silos and guarding their turf. Additionally, there may be concerns about
privacy and security that need to be addressed.

v However, the benefits of open government are numerous. By involving citizens in the
policymaking process and making government more transparent and accountable, we
can improve public trust in government and increase civic engagement. Open
government can also lead to better decision-making and more effective use of public
resources. For example, open data initiatives have enabled entrepreneurs and
resedrchers to develop innovative solutions to social problems, such as tracking the
spread of infectious disedases or improving transportation systems.




