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INTRODUCTION
	After studying through this chapter, you are expected to understand the basic concepts of sentence construction.


Sentence 

This book is about writing sentences. A sentence can be defined in various ways; different people define it in different ways. In the written form, the simplest way to define a sentence is to say that it is a stretch of words started with a capital letter and ended with a period. This is not a very good definition. Basically, however, a sentence is a predication, which is the relation formed by a subject and a predicate. In other words, in a sentence there must be a subject and a predicate. Thus, there is no sentence without a subject or a predicate. Study the following sentences carefully.
	No
	Subject
	Predicate

	1
	Birds
	fly.

	2
	Some birds of prey
	are quite beautiful.

	3
	We 
	can find many types of birds on the island.


In Sentence 1, “Birds” is the subject while “fly” is the predicate. In Sentence 2, “Some birds” is the subject while “are beautiful” is the predicate. In Sentence 3, “We” is the subject while “can find many types of birds on the island” is the predicate. 

Activity 1.1

Following are 9 sentences. Identify the subject and the predicate of each.
1. My brother lives in Kotabumi.
2. Molly has been living there for ten years.
3. The young man works in a private company.
4. Mary’s husband is a marketing manager of the company.
5. A marketing manager has a lot of responsibilities. 
6. A manager should know what he has to do.
7. We usually make plans before we market any product.
8. The company where he works produces sugar.
9. My brother likes working there.
In English, a predicate always contains a verb or a verb phrase; and a verb in English always has a tense. There is no predication without a verb or a verb phrase; and there is no verb or verb phrase in a predicate of a sentence in English that has no tense. Study the following sentences carefully.
	No
	Subject
	Predicate

	4
	Some birds
	swim.

	5
	Some birds of prey
	are quite beautiful.

	6
	We 
	can find many types of birds on the island.

	7
	I
	visited the island three times last year.

	8
	My friends and I
	have planned to go there this year.

	9
	We
	are still making the preparation.

	10
	We
	will probably stay on the island for a week.


In Sentence 4 the verb is “swim,” in 5 the verb is “are,” and in 7 “visited.” In Sentence 6 the verb phrase is “can find,” in 8 the verb phrase is “have planned,” in 9 “are making,” and in 10 “will stay.” Now, can you tell the tense used in each sentence above?
Activity 1.2

Following are 9 sentences. Underline the verb or verb phrase in the predicate. Then, identify the tense.
1. I speak several languages.
2. Ali has been teaching English for ten years.
3. The children in the yard are playing football.
4. Jack and John will not come if we do not invite them.
5. The servant suddenly dropped something on my table.
6. Molly politely said that she had locked the windows before she left.
7. Some students were still talking when the teacher entered the room.
8. Mary and Molly have always finished their job on schedule.
9. The man who talked to Molly this morning will help her in the office.
Clause


A sentence is a predication, but a predication is not always a sentence. A clause is also a predication. A clause can stand alone as a sentence; in this case, it is called a simple sentence. In other words, a simple sentence is a sentence which contains one clause only. In addition, a clause can also be a part of another clause. A clause which is a part of another clause is called a subordinate clause (or a dependent clause), while a clause which contains another clause is called a main clause. The sentence so formed is called a complex sentence. In other words, a complex sentence is a sentence which contains a main clause and a subordinate clause. Now, study the following sentences carefully.
	No
	Column 1
	Column 2

	11
	Mary knew
	what we did last night.

	12
	We thought
	that she was sleeping.

	13
	She was not sleeping
	when we went out of the house.

	14
	She could not sleep
	because she was too tired.

	15
	She was still awake
	when we came back into the house.

	16
	She knew
	that we buried something in the back yard.

	17
	But she did not know
	what it was.


Study Column 1. Clauses in this column are considered “main clauses.” Can you identify the subject and verb of each? Now look at Column 2. Clauses in this column are considered “subordinate clauses.” Can you, again, identify the subject and verb of each? Now, can you explain why those clauses in Column 1 are considered main clauses? And can you explain why those clauses in Column 2 are considered subordinate clauses?
Activity 1.3
Following are 9 sentences. Decide which are simple sentences and which are complex sentences.
1. The little girl was a living miracle.
2. She was three years old when the picture was taken.
3. At that time, she was dying of hunger.
4. There was nothing that they could do to save her live.
5. A musician in London saw the TV show. 
6. He decided that he must do something.
7. He then arranged musical concerts that would collect fund.
8. The fund was then used to buy foods for the starving people.
9. That was the story of a dying girl who saved the lives of millions of people.
Activity 1.4

Following are 9 complex sentences. Identify the main clause and the subordinate clause in each.
1. We believe that there is only one God.
2. Education means freedom because educated people can free themselves from poverty.
3. The man who is being interviewed is the reporter.
4. After we talked to the old man, we went home.
5. He did not tell us much since he did not know anything.
6. While we were sitting under the tree, three men passed by.
7. We could not recognize them because they pulled their collars up and their caps down.
8. We believe they were strangers.
9. Although they did not whisper, we did not catch what they were talking about.
Sentence Pattern


A sentence is a predication, made up of a subject and a predicate. A predicate always contains a verb. In forming a predicate, different verbs behave differently. For example, some verbs always require objects, some can never be followed by objects, and some others can be used with or without objects. The first are called transitive verbs (Vt), while the second are called intransitive verbs (Vi). Other verbs are commonly followed with subject complements (Cs), and they are called copula or linking verbs. Still others—called ditransitive verbs—can take two types of objects, direct object (Od) and indirect object (Oi). Some verbs may be followed with objects and object complements (Co). All these different behaviors of verbs are usually referred to as sentence patterns, although the term verb patterns is more appropriate. The following five chapters—Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6—will deal with these verb patterns.  
Activity 1.5
Following are 9 mismatched sentences. Rematch each to construct a good sentence.
	1
	Molly sleeps…
	(
	beautiful in the black evening dress.

	2
	Budi needed…
	(
	diligently in the field all day.

	3
	My mother was…
	(
	fishing in the lake with his friends.

	4
	We knew…
	(
	to show us all the books she had.

	5
	My brother enjoys…
	(
	in the afternoon.

	6
	The farmer works…
	(
	a pair of trousers and a pair of shoes.

	7
	She did not hesitate…
	(
	what we were waiting for.

	8
	The woman looks…
	(
	a very skillful traditional dancer.

	9
	She asked…
	(
	that she told the truth.
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